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What a term! 
 

Wow, what a term that has been.  I think probably one of the 
most challenging few weeks of the pandemic so far. Covid hit 
both the pupil population and particularly the staff population 
hard this term.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone, but especially the staff, who have gone over and 
above during the past few weeks, covering for each other and 
ensuring we have been able to keep all of the classes open. 
There have been times where we have been stretched but 
everyone has pulled together and as usual the children have 
played their part. Priestley & Proud. Fingers crossed we’ve 

now ridden the wave and we can return to Term Four all fit, well and raring to go! 
 
We are planning to kick off Term Four as we’ve finished Term Three, maintaining the bubbles that 
have served us so well over the past couple of years. Our priority is to continue to keep as many 
children fit and well and classrooms open. Therefore,  we will remain cautious no matter what rhetoric 
comes out of Westminster over the next few weeks. 
 

Staffing Update 
I can report that Mrs Swanson has had a bouncing baby boy. Both mother and baby are doing well. 

 
Residential Trips 
Our inaugural visit to Skerne Lodge is rapidly approaching at the end of March. I hope those Year 3 

and 4 pupils who are attending are looking forward to fun filled few days away by the sea. Once this 

trip has taken place, look out,  as we will then be advertising the Year 5 and 6 trip to Morfa Bay, which 

is booked for November. 

Bikes and Scooters 
Although it is great to see the children enjoying their journey to school, can I take this opportunity to 

remind everyone that although we will always do our best to look after them, the bikes and scooters 

are parked in the bike shed at your own risk. Can I also remind everyone that in the interests of trying 

to keep everyone safe that the children disembark from their bike or scooter and walk with them 

whilst on school premises. Thankyou. 

Drinks  
Just a reminder that only still water should be sent in plastic bottles please. Juice, sparkling or 
flavoured water should not be sent in. Your support is greatly appreciated. Research shows that 
drinking water throughout the day helps children to work at their optimum level.  
 

Healthy Break Time Snacks KS2  
Children in KS2 (Yr3-Yr6) are not provided with fresh fruit and vegetables through the National Fruit 
Scheme.  So please send in a healthy snack for them to enjoy at break time to help keep up their 
energy levels for learning. 
 
PE Kits  
It is no secret that physical activity is necessary to children’s overall well-being. The benefits of physical 
education in schools are far-reaching, including both increased children’s physical health and better 
academic performance. PE is a National Curriculum subject that must be followed in school. 
Participation in P.E is hugely important for the development of health, fitness, and wider skills for 



learning such as resilience and collaboration.  PE improves motor skills and increases muscle strength 
and bone density, which in turn makes children more likely to engage in healthy activity outside of 
school. Furthermore, it educates children on the positive benefits of exercise and allows them to 
understand how good it can make them feel. Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school on the 
days that they need it. Also please check your child’s P.E. kit that all clothing and shoes still fit. 
Following guidelines,  all P.E sessions are being practiced outside so a dark pair of jogging bottoms and 
a sweatshirt can also be included for comfort. Please label all uniform and P.E kits with your child’s 
name. This way we can ensure that missing uniform finds its way back to the correct owner. 
 
Mornings 
Can we please try to be in school on time, I appreciate mornings often need to be a carefully planned 
military operation in most households, but it is important that the children arrive on time prepared 
and ready to learn with PE kits, lunchboxes etc. It is important to remember that in the eyes of the DfE 
how late you arrive and the number of occasions are all counted against your child’s attendance 
percentage . 
 
World Book Day 
Can you believe it - World Book Day is 25 years old! This year World Book Day at Priestley will take 
place on Thursday, 3 March and we hope you will join us as we come together to encourage every 
child in school to be a reader and love books. We are inviting the children to dress up as their favourite 
book character. You can find lots of creative ideas at worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas  
We are also inviting the children to bring in their favourite book to share in class. In classes we will be 
working on the amazing Oliver Jeffers book ‘A child of Books.’ 
 
Dates 
Friday 18 February – TD Day.  
Monday 21 – Friday 25 February – School Holiday. 
Monday 28 February – Back to school. 
Thursday 3 March – World Book Day.  
Friday 18 March – Comic Relief Day. 
Tuesday 22 and Thursday 24 March – Virtual Parents Evenings. 
Wednesday 30 March – Friday 1 April – Yr3/4 Skerne Lodge Residential.  
Friday 8 April – Last day of term. 
Monday 11 – Friday 22 April – School Holiday. 
Monday 25 April – Back to school. 
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