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Term Four 

Here we are, already over halfway through the academic 

year, Year Six gearing up for those dreaded SAT’s tests 

next term and Reception pupils looking like they have 

been attending Priestley for many years! 

We have thankfully not been quite so affected by Covid 

this term as we were back in Term Three, however it is 

very much still around and affecting life at school. 

Hopefully now, fingers crossed, we have come through 

the worst of it, at least for the time being and we can start to look forward to a relatively 

‘normal’ summer.  I thank you all for your continued support and understanding. 

I hope everyone enjoys the Easter Break, and I see everyone back raring to start the summer 

terms having not eaten too many Hot Cross Buns or Easter Eggs. 

Covid 
Despite all the national restrictions being lifted, as a school we will continue to be cautious, 

although will continue to unwind next term.  Where possible we will still try and maintain 

the three bubbles to start the term, to minimise any possibility of transmission across the 

whole school.  We will also continue with the staggered starts, breaks, lunchtimes, and 

finish times.  However, we have now returned the classrooms to normality, with rows of 

tables back to our usual groups, we have lost the individual learning packs and are starting 

to send reading books home again.  A letter informing you of the new regulations with 

regards to the Covid protocol has been sent out and we would ask that you follow these 

regulations to help us both return to normality as well as help potentially manage any 

further outbreaks. 

Play Equipment 
I’d like to take this opportunity to remind parents that children should not be using the play 
equipment around the school, at the beginning and end of the school day.  If children are 
using the equipment, they are doing so at the parent’s own risk. 
 

Holidays 
This is where, as a school, we are caught between a rock and a hard place.  Although I can 
totally appreciate after the past couple of years the difference a family holiday can make, 
along with the fact that families are trying to reorganise previously booked trips, I am still 
not in the position to authorise any absence during term time. 
 
Bikes, Scooters and Dogs 
Please can I remind parents that no one, school age, preschool age or older, should be riding 
bikes or scooters on the school premises at any time.  Also, can I take this opportunity to 
remind everyone that we are a dog free site, whether it is on a lead or in your arms, no dogs 
please. 
 
 



       

Trips 
It’s been great to see our termly trips and visitor programme back up and running again.  It 
continues to prove to be a fantastic support to the learning that is taking place in the 
classrooms.  Please can I ask that you continue to support us in providing these valuable 
learning experiences by continuing to contribute and offering to join us on the day.  Without 
enough support we will be unable to continue to provide these valuable experiences.  If you 
are free to help on a different class trip to that of your child, then please feel free to offer 
your services. 
 

Yr3/4 Skerne Lodge Residential 
What a fantastic three days, as ever the children were a credit to both yourselves and the 
school.  For most of the children it was probably the first opportunity for them to be away 
from home without mum or dad.  The weather, although cold, remained dry allowing 
everyone to enjoy all of the activities and hopefully create memories that will last for years 
to come and spark a want to enjoy similar experiences again.  The Morfa Bay letters will be 
going out to pupils in Year 4 and 5 next term.   
 

School Uniform 
Just a quick reminder that a massive part of being Priestley and Proud is wearing the team 
colours.  I appreciate costs are currently rising but it doesn’t cost much to at least maintain 
the school colours.  There have been a variety of different colour hoodies and trainers 
creeping in this term. We will be speaking to the children encouraging them to make sure 
they are all wearing the team colours.  Our uniform is now provided by Scholars in 
Chippenham. 
 

Parents Evening 
Thank you, there was again a fantastic attendance rate, far better than when we used to 
offer the face-to-face sessions.  
 

School Gates 
This would seem to have become a regular nag, please do not park in front of the school 
gates, even if it just for a few minutes.  You are blocking access should any emergency 
service require entry to the site.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

Monday 9 – Thursday 12 May:  Year Six SAT Tests 
Tuesday 10 May:   EYFS Butterfly World Trip 
Tuesday 10 May:   Year 3 and Year 4 Bath & Avon River Trust Visit to the Marden. 
Thursday 12 May:  Year 1 and Year 2 Westonbirt Arboretum Trip  
Monday 16 May:   Year 5 and Year 6 Ultra Indus Valley Workshops 
Thursday 19 May:  Year 5 and Year 6 Ultra Indus Valley Workshops 
Friday 20 May:       Year 5 and Year 6 Ultra Indus Valley Workshops 
Friday 27 May:       TD Day – School Closed  
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