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Placing learning at the heart of everything we do. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Intent 
 

Our aim is to provide our children with a high-quality music education.  We believe that music 
provides children with the opportunity not only for creative outlet and emotional wellbeing, but also 
for the development of key skills transferable to their toolkit for life-long learning.  Music at 
Priestley, enables children “tune-in”, listen and concentrate and to work collaboratively with others. 
Learning works in a spiral enabling children to build, revisit skills and concepts and develop 
confidence.   

Impact 
 

We use a variety of strategies to evaluate the knowledge, skills and understanding that our children have 
gained in each unit: 

• CPD to ensure that teacher pedagogy and assessment is secure. 

• Regular feedback, marking and pupil voice feedback. 

• Subject monitoring, including book looks and planning peeks. 

• Knowledge assessments across the year/end of each unit. 
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Implementation 
 

At Priestley, we use the scheme Charanga to teach knowledge and skills across the school from 
Reception to Year 6.  The interrelated dimensions of music weave through the scheme to encourage 
progression in musical skills. Children have the opportunities to listen and appraise, sing, improvise, 
compose and perform. Teaching and learning through Charanga is supplemented through topic-based 
learning to ensure National Curriculum expectations are met. 
 

During the school year, children in year groups 1-6 receive weekly teaching from a dedicated music 
specialist teacher. 
 

In addition to singing within the Charanga unit, children receive a weekly whole school singing 
assembly to apply and refine skills developed in class. 
 

Children use a variety of percussion instruments and access programs and apps such as Garage Band 
to compose music in a range of genres.  Opportunities are available during and after school to receive 
tuition from peripatetic teachers. 

Impact 
 

We use a variety of strategies to evaluate the knowledge, skills and understanding that our children 
have gained in each unit: 
• CPD to ensure that teacher pedagogy and assessment is secure. 
• Regular feedback, marking and pupil voice feedback. 
• Subject monitoring, including book looks and planning peeks. 
• Knowledge assessments across the year/end of each unit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 
 

1. Invent, adapt and recount narratives 
and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 

2. Sing a range of well-known nursery 
rhymes and songs. 

3. Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, and when 
appropriate, try to move in time with 
music. 

 

 
1. Use and understand 

recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-
play. 

Literacy 

Comprehension 

 

 
1. Be confident to try new activities 

and show independence, resilience 

and perseverance in the face of 

challenge. 

Personal, Social & Emotional 

Managing Self 

Expressive Art & Design 

Being Imaginative & Expressive 

 

 
1. Listen attentively and respond to what they 

hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions and small group interactions. 

2. Make comments about what they have heard 
and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

3. Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-
forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Communication & Language 

Listening, Communication & Attention 

 

1. sing songs with a verse and 
chorus on my own and with 
others. 

Sing & Use Voice 

 

1. move to different rhythms. 
2. move to music at different speeds.  
3. record my thoughts and feelings 

about music using drawings. 
 

Compose, Notate & Perform 

 

 

1. recognize repetition in songs and nursery 
rhymes. 

2. recognize high and low pitch. 
3. play copy back and answer games. 

 

Listen, Review & Evaluate 

 

 

Learn & Play Instruments 

 
 

1. play loud and soft sounds. 
2. experiment with making sounds. 
3. explore and experiment with body 

percussion and a range of percussion 
instruments. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year One 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 

 

1. sing simple songs with 
expression. 

2. explore creative ways in 
which the voice can be 
used. 

3. sing in a round. 

4. play rhythm games 

using my voice and/or 

body percussion. 

 

 

Sing & Use Voice 

 

1. play an improvised 
composition to match 
emotions. 

2. play untuned instruments 
together with others. 

3. play sounds louder through 
to softer. 

4. play untuned instruments at 
fast and slow tempos. 

 

Learn & Play Instruments 

 

1. understand pictures showing the 
rise and fall of pitch. 

2. begin to use art to create graphic 
scores 

 

Compose, Notate & Perform 

 

1. listen to songs and know which is the 

chorus and which is the verse. 

2. choose sounds to match emotions. 

 
 

Listen, Review & Evaluate 

 

 

1. listen to songs and show 

understanding of how they are 

structured with verses and a 

chorus. 

2. listen and identify loud and soft 

dynamics. 

3. describe music as fast or slow. 

 

  

 

 

1. understand and 
create pictures 
showing the rise and 
fall of pitch. 

2. choose sounds to 
match pictures, 
scenes and stories. 

3. improvise sound 
effects inspired by 
stories and poems 
using vocal sounds 
and percussion 
instruments. 

4. play a rehearsed 
composition to match 
pictures, scenes, 
poems and stories. 
 

Year Two 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 

 

1. play rhythms on tuned and 
untuned instruments. 

2. play untuned instruments 
together with others. 

3. create short rhythmic 
patterns with tuned/untuned 
instruments, varying the 
tempo. 

 

 

1. sing in a round. 

2. I sing songs 

expressively, 

showing 

awareness of 

pitch. 

 

Listen, Review & Evaluate 

Compose, Notate & Perform 

Sing & Use Voice 

Learn & Play Instruments 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year One 

High   Low     Listen  Music  Pattern 

Fast   Slow  Loud  Quiet  Song  Pulse 

Rhythm  Composition  Score  Verse  Chorus 

 

Year Two 

Beat  Pulse  Chant  Tempo  Dynamics 

Pitch  Repeat  Rest   Rhythm  Sequence 

Tune  Melody  Improvise  Verse  Chorus 

KS1 Vocabulary 

 



  

 

 

1. sing and play 

untuned instruments 

together. 

2. hold a melody line 

with confidence and 

control in my singing. 

 

1.  explore instruments 
from different 
cultures. 

Year Three 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 

Sing & Use Voice 

 
Learn & Play Instruments 

 

1. compose songs with a given 
structure. 

2. read minims, quavers and 
crotchet rests. 

3. select appropriate 
instruments for compositions 
and start to perform in 
groups for a specific 
audience. 

4. begin to practise and 
improvise compositions. 

5. follow a basic rhythmic 
composition as a class or a 
group. 

6. read notated rhythms on a 
single line. 

 

1. compare high and low 
pitch in music. 

2. recognise the sounds of 
individual instruments. 

3. describe changes in 
dynamics. 

4. compare music using 
“faster” or “slower” 

5. begin to learn about 
important composers. 

Listen, Review 

& Evaluate 

Compose, Notate 

& Perform  

 

1.  play tuned instruments together with 

others. 

2. develop skills to play tuned/untuned 

instruments in groups, learning the 

importance of the individual roles in 

an ensemble. 

 

3.  

4.  

 

1. sing in parts. 

 

 

 

1. compose songs with a given 
structure. 

2. read and write notes A to C 
progressing to A to E. 

3. begin to learn the words and 

symbols for forte and piano. 

4. read and write minims, 

crotchets and quavers. 

5. begin to play layered 

compositions as a whole class 

or in groups. 

6. read and write notes A-C on a 

single line, moving to A-E on 

two lines. 

7.  
 

 

1. describe changes in the 

tempo of music. 

2. develop listening skills to 

improvise as a group. 

3. begin to learn about 

Renaissance music. 

4. recognise the sounds of 

individual instruments. 

Year Four 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 

Learn & Play Instruments 

Sing & Use Voice 

 

Listen, Review 

& Evaluate 

Compose, Notate 

& Perform 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower KS2 Vocabulary 

 
 

Year Three 
 

Rhythm  Beat  Duration  Structure   
 

Melody  Perform  Pitch 
   

Solo  Tunefully  Compose 
 

Year Four 
 

Compose  Texture  Dynamics  Expression 
 

Improvise  Musician  Recall 
 

Tempo  Timbre  Ensemble 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

1. sing expressively 

and with control 

both individually 

and in groups. 

 

 

1.  play tuned and untuned 

instruments in two parts e.g. 

rhythmic and melodic lines. 

2. improvise with rhythm and 

expression when using tuned 

and untuned instruments. 

 

 

1. recognise the sounds of 

individual instruments 

playing in an ensemble 

and their contribution to 

the overall sound. 

2. begin to learn about 

Romantic music. 

 

 

1. be able to choose a suitable 
structure for a composition. 

2. read and write notes A to G. 
3. read and write minims, 

crotchets and quavers. 
4. begin to learn the terms and 

symbols for crescendo and 
diminuendo 

5. begin to learn the language 
associated with tempo e.g. 
lento and allegro 

6. start to take turns leading or 
directing a group playing 
instruments. 

7. begin to read and write notes 

A-G on a three line staff. 

Listen, Review 

& Evaluate 

Year Five 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

 

Compose, Notate 

& Perform 

Sing & Use Voice 
Learn & Play Instruments 

 

Year Six 

Musicians 

Will be able to: 

  

 
1. be able to choose a suitable 

structure for a composition. 
2. read and write middle C to top G. 
3. read and write minims, crotchets, 

quavers and rests. 
4. develop musical language for 

tempo e.g. andante, presto. 
5. compose an ensemble in groups 

using untuned/tuned instruments 
to convey a message or emotion. 

6. create lyrics for compositions. 
7. read and write middle C to top G on 

a treble clef staff. 

 

1. play three-part ensembles 

e.g. rhythm, harmony        

and melody. 

2. understand and use the 

correct techniques 

confidently for a range of 

untuned/tuned instruments. 

 

 

1.  show an awareness of 
musical shaping in singing. 

2. begin to show a balancing of 
dynamics when singing. 

 

 

1. recognise the sounds 

of individual 

instruments playing in 

an ensemble and their 

contribution to the 

overall sound. 

2. learn about Modern 

music. 

 

Compose, Notate 

& Perform 

Learn & Play Instruments 

Sing & Use Voice 

Listen, Review 

& Evaluate 



 

 

 

 

 

Upper KS2 Vocabulary 

 
 

Year Five 
 

Chord  Composer  Ensemble  Harmony 
 

Melody  Notation  Note  Percussion 
 

Projection  Minim  Quavers  Crotchet 
 

Year Six 
 

Accompaniments  Audience  Composition 
 

Notation  Variation  Phrases 
 

Soundscape  Theme  Venue  Score 


